
Bobby Jones 
 

Bobby Jones (Born Robert Tyre Jones, Jr.) is regarded still today as one of the greatest 
golfers in the history of the game.  Born in Atlanta, Georgia to a well-to-do family, 
Bobby was a sickly child. His father was an attorney, who moved his family to a summer 
home at the East Lake Country Club in Atlanta.  There, young Bobby would watch 
golfers play and learned to imitate their styles.  He primarily watched a Scottish 
Professional at East Lake CC.  His father encouraged him in the game.  Bobby used a 
sawed off club given him by a neighbor.  
 
By age 6 Bobby had won his first tournament at East Lake.  He won other tournaments at 
ages 9, 13 and 14, defeating others older than himself.  Although he was known for 
having a terrible temper, he was fast earning a reputation as a child prodigy.  Playing golf 
came natural to Bobby, but it would also frustrate him.   
 
In the years to come, his primary struggle would not be with the game, but with himself.  
Bobby could not deal with the pressure to play as well as expected.  He was a 
perfectionist about his game.  Often he would be unable to eat during a tournament, 
would throw his clubs in disgust and lose weight due to the stress.   
 
His most notable outburst came at age 19, the first time he played the Old Course at St. 
Andrews.  He had just come from losing in the fourth round at the British Amateur in 
Liverpool, when he arrived at St. Andrews.  Although he led all amateurs after the first 
two days, he did not like the course and began to display his temper when things started 
to go awry.  He finally picked up his ball and withdrew from the tournament in the third 
round.  The British press was highly critical of him, but this defeat would prove to be the 
turning point in his great career.  
 
Bobby openly wondered if he would ever win a major tournament.  A friend who wrote 
for an Atlanta newspaper advised him: "Bobby, if you ever get it through your head that 
whenever you step out on the first tee of any competition, you are the best golfer in it, 
then you'll win this championship and a lot of others."  He spent the next two years going 
through a maturation process.   
 
In 1923, Jones won his first major tournament at Inwood CC in New York.  This began a 
seven-year run in which he won almost every major tournament he entered.  He so 
dominated tournament play during that period that his two primary rivals, Walter Hagen 
and Gene Sarazen, never won any U.S. or British Open in which Jones played.  
 
In 1926, he won both the American and British Opens, the only amateur to ever 
accomplish this feat.  In 1927 he returned to St. Andrews, the site of his defeat six years 
earlier, and successfully defended his Open title. This time he won the hearts of the 
British public and press.   
 
In 1930 Bobby accomplished his greatest golf victory by winning the Grand Slam of Golf 
(the American Open and Amateur Championships and the British Open and Amateur 



Championships).  To this day he is the only person to win all four in one year.  The 
Associated Press called this accomplishment the all-time achievement in sports history. 
Everyone assumed that he would turn professional after winning the Grand Slam, but just 
two months after his victory, Bobby Shocked the world by announcing his retirement at 
age 28.  
 
In retirement Bobby continued to use his talent for the game.  He worked on a series of 
golf instruction films in connections with Warner Brothers Studios.  He signed an 
agreement with the A.G. Spalding Company to develop a set of matched golf clubs. 
These were not only the first match sets sold to the public, but together, they developed 
the numbering system to differentiate the clubs that is used to this day.   
 
Probably his greatest gift to the game of golf, though was the design of Augusta National 
Golf Course in Augusta, Georgia, where The Masters is played to this day as one of the 
four top major tournaments in the world of golf.  
 
Bobby enlisted in the Army in WWII and distinguished himself in service to his country. 
After the war, though, Jones faced the greatest challenge of his life.  In 1948 he was 
diagnosed with a rare spinal disease.  It caused him severe neck and back pain and began 
to cripple him.  The paralysis first forced him to use a cane, then leg braces and finally 
confined him to a wheel chair.  Bobby fought this physical battle for 22 years.  He died 
on December 18, 1971 in Atlanta. That day, the flag in front of the clubhouse at St. 
Andrews' Old Course was lowered in his honor.  
 
Many would say that this was a terrible way for the creator of one of the smoothest 
swings in golf to live out the late years of his life.  He faced his condition with the same 
bravery he had faced other challenges in his life.  When asked about this terrible twist of 
fate, Jones responded with the statement, "We all have to play the ball as it lies." 
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