
Steve Harvey 
“It’s the fear of struggling that drives me forward. See, I’m running from my past.” 

Divorced, homeless and living in his car - depending on assistance from friends, Steve Harvey 
realized he had reached his lowest point in life, but still knew what he wanted to do… be on 
television.  He had this dream since he was a young boy in Cleveland, Ohio.  Although a teacher 
discouraged him in the second grade he kept his dream alive.  He remembers the episode to this 
day and it drives him forward to stay focused.  

Broderick Steven Harvey was born in Welch, West Virginia to the family of a coal miner on 
January 17, 1957.  He was the youngest of five children. Soon afterward his family moved to 
Cleveland, Ohio where he attended school.  He graduated from West Virginia University and 
spent several years working at various jobs — insurance salesman, carpet cleaner, postman and 
even a stint as a professional boxer — without finding anything that really seemed like his true 
calling.  He credits his father and mother with giving him a strong work ethic that kept him going 
no matter what job he had. 

His first marriage ended in divorce and Steve found himself homeless, working occasional jobs 
in night clubs for little money in standup comedy.  But forced to pay alimony and child support, 
he lived out of his Ford Tempo.  “When I’d land a gig, they’d put me up in a hotel, but after, I’d 
have nowhere to go. I’d lost everything.” He said. As months continued in this situation he was 
disheartened, but he never gave up. Steve says, “This was three years! It was rock bottom. But 
even in my darkest days I had faith it would turn around.” 

Harvey became a “player” and dated women just to date and be active at romance.  One night in 
a club he approached an attractive woman seated in the front row. “Ma’am, I’m going to marry 
you one day.” He didn’t though. “I was a miserable person,” he said and was still plagued by 
depression and emptiness. 

His career turnaround happened gradually. Through an opportunity performing on stage he 
landed a breakout performance on Showtime at the Apollo.  It launched him into big time 
entertainment.  In 1993 Steve became the host of the program and held the position for over 
seven years. During that time he married a second time, but it fell apart a few years later and he 
found himself divorced again.  Harvey admits that he married just for the sake of being married.  

Steve learned from the unhappy experience and a short time later reacquainted with Marjorie, the 
woman he had spoken to 15 years earlier in the club.  She helped him turn his life around.  First, 
she demanded that she be the only woman in his life and was not willing to have him date 
anyone else.  He was more than willing to comply.  He said that he felt God had shown her to 
him once before in his life and he didn’t want to make the mistake of missing her again.  Both 
are committed Christians and they married in 2007, blending their families (seven children 



between them).  Steve credits Marjorie for making him take the time to enjoy his life. She helped 
him lose weight and take better care of himself.  

Opportunities opened for Steve’s career from Showtime at the Apollo.  He started with Cedric the 
Entertainer, D.L. Hughley and Bernie Mac in the Kings of Comedy Tour and subsequent The 
Original Kings of Comedy Spike Lee movie.  Next he was given his own television program: The 
Steve Harvey Show.  It became the first hit show for the WB network. 

In 2010, Steve was tapped to host the long-time syndicated game show Family Feud.  He uses 
his impromptu style to interact with contestants and it gives him opportunities to get ideas for his 
stand-up act.  The program’s ratings have increase making it the second most popular daytime 
show.  In 2012 he was given a syndicated daily talk show, Steve Harvey.  He has authored 
several books including the best-selling Act Like a Lady, Think Like a Man and the subsequent 
Think Like a Man. 

The Harveys live in a large beautiful home in Atlanta (where he films Family Feud).  Steve 
commutes to Chicago for his Steve Harvey television talk show. He has attained more than the 
fame he dreamed of as a child, but hasn’t forgotten someone who influenced him early on…   

An article in People magazine, October 14, 2013 said… “’I am always mindful of where I came 
from.  For years, I’d send her (his second grade teacher) a TV for Christmas with a note that said, 
Thank you for encouraging me.’” 
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